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Safer Neighbourhoods and  
Active Communities 

Scrutiny Board 
Agenda 

 
Thursday 9 July 2020 at 5.45pm 

 

Please click on the link below to view the meeting live: 
Safer Neighbourhoods and Active Communities Scrutiny Board - 9 July 2020 

 
 

This agenda gives notice of items to be considered in private as required 
by Regulations 5 (4) and (5) of The Local Authorities (Executive 
Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to Information) (England) 

Regulations 2012. 
 

1. Apologies  

To receive any apologies for absence. 
 
2. Minutes 

To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on 27 February 2020 as a 
correct record. 

 
3. Declarations of Interest 

(a) To receive any declarations of interest from members relating to 
any item on the agenda, in accordance with the provisions of the 
Code of Conduct and/or S106 of the Local Government Finance 
Act 1992. 

(b) To receive any declarations of the existence and nature of any 
political Party Whip on any matter to be considered at the meeting. 

 
4. Additional Items of Business 

 To determine whether there are any additional items of business arising 
which should be considered at the meeting as a matter of urgency.  
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Public Items 
 

5. COVID-19 Reset and Recovery – Neighbourhoods  
 To consider an update on the COVID-19 reset and recovery activity taking 

place and planned in the Neighbourhoods directorate. 
 
 

 
David Stevens  
Chief Executive 
 
Sandwell Council House 
Freeth Street 
Oldbury 
West Midlands 
 
 
Distribution: 
Councillors Moore (Chair); 
Councillor P M Hughes (Vice-Chair); 
Councillors Akhter, Bawa, Bostan, Edwards, M Gill, S Jones, Padda, 
Sandars and M Yaseen. 
  
Co-opted Member:- 
Mr J Cash 
. 
Contact: democratic_services@sandwell.gov.uk  
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Information about meetings in Sandwell 
 

 
 

Only people invited to speak at a meeting may do so.  
Everyone in the meeting is expected to be respectful and listen 
to the discussion. 

 
 

Agendas with reports with exempt information should be 
treated as private and confidential.  It is your responsibility to 
ensure that any such reports are kept secure.  After the 
meeting confidential papers should be disposed of in a secure 
way. 
 

 
 

In response to the Coronavirus pandemic and subsequent 
2020 Regulations, all public meetings will now be recorded and 
broadcast on the Internet to enable public viewing and 
attendance.   
 

 
 

You are allowed to use devices for the purposes of recording 
or reporting during the public session of the meeting.  When 
using your devices, they must not disrupt the meeting – please 
ensure they are set to silent. 
 

 
 

Members who cannot attend the meeting should submit 
apologies by contacting Democratic Services 
(democratic_services@sandwell.gov.uk)  Alternatively, you 
can attend the meeting remotely as per the 2020 Regulations.   
 

 

All agenda, reports, minutes for Sandwell Council’s meetings, 
councillor details and more are available from our website 
(https://cmis.sandwell.gov.uk/cmis5/) 

 

3

mailto:democratic_services@sandwell.gov.uk
https://cmis.sandwell.gov.uk/cmis5/


Agenda Item 1  

Safer Neighbourhoods and Active Communities Scrutiny Board 

Apologies for Absence 

The Board will receive any apologies for absence from the members of the 
Board. 
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Agenda Item 2

Minutes of the Safer Neighbourhoods and Active Communities
Scrutiny Board

27th February, 2020 at 5.45 pm
at Sandwell Council House, Oldbury

Present: Councillor Moore (Chair);
Councillors Akhter, Bawa, Bostan, Edwards, M
Gill, M Y Hussain, and Padda;
Mr J Cash (Co-opted member).

Apologies: Councillors P M Hughes, S Jones and Sandars.

In attendance: Councillor Gavan;
Ash Rai (Chief Executive – Sandwell Leisure
Trust);
Alison Knight (Executive Director –
Neighbourhoods);
Nicola Leavy (Senior Project Officer);
Martyn Roberts (Team Leader – Planning);
Gemma Ryan (Business Manager – Sports and
Leisure);
Tammy Stokes (Service Manager – Growth and
Spatial Planning);
Jayne Weaver (Business Services Manager).

7/20 Minutes

Resolved that the minutes of the meetings held on 30th

January and 6th February, 2020 be approved as a correct
record.

8/20  Brandhall Golf Course – Proposed Closure and Alternative
Future Uses

The Scrutiny Board received the outcomes of the public consultation
exercise that had been carried out in relation to the proposed closure
and future alternative uses of Brandhall Golf Course and Club
House.  The consultation had been carried out from 7th November to
19th December 2019.
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The consultation had included:- 
 

• Letters to residents and golf club members outlining the 
proposals and the consultation process; 

• Public survey – both online and paper – that was promoted via 
letters, press releases and social media; 

• Drop in sessions – three at a neutral venue near to the Course 
and one, arranged at the request of Brandhall Golf Club, at the 
Club; 

• General enquiries submitted by letter or through an email 
address created specifically for the consultation. 

 
The Council had engaged a consultant to prepare a Golf Needs 
Assessment and Golf Development Pathway.  The Assessment had 
indicated that there was a high-level supply of golf courses in 
Sandwell and within 20 minutes’ drive of the Borough boundary 
(which was in line with Sport England guidance) but that there was 
low latent demand for golf in the borough.  Further, the Assessment 
found that Brandhall Golf Course was in poor condition and would 
need significant capital investment to bring it up to the required 
standard. 
 
The Council developed proposals based on the findings of the 
Assessment and Development Pathway including utilising the site to 
build a new school (a replacement for Causeway Green Primary 
School), develop a new park and open space for the local 
community and housing.  These options formed part of the 
consultation exercise. 
 
It was reported that a total of 712 surveys were completed, either 
online or handwritten.  Some questions allowed for free text 
responses and in total 3,473 specific comments were submitted by 
respondents to the survey.  Feedback was collated and analysed, 
showing the views of all respondents and those of local residents 
only (identified as those who lived in the B68 postcode area).  The 
majority of local residents had indicated that their everyday lives 
would not be affected at all or very much.  Of those who indicated 
that they would be affected, the majority indicated that it would be 
due to them currently using the course for physical activity or walking 
the dog.  Officers referred to the proposal to include a park on the 
site which would allow such activities to continue. 
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The survey also sought feedback on how important the three 
aspects of the proposed future use (park, school and houses) were 
to the local community and for all three the majority of respondents 
said that they were important ‘to some extent’ or ‘a great deal’. 
 
However, there was an objection to the proposals from some golfers 
and residents who lived in the immediate vicinity to the golf course.  
This was expressed at the drop in sessions and the main concerns 
of these course users and residents included- 
 

• environmental concerns including loss of trees and increased 
flood risk; 

• health concerns relating to the school and the nearby 
motorway and electricity pylons; 

• loss of the club house as a social facility. 
 
Local residents, members of Brandhall Golf Club and a local ward 
member attended the meeting and were invited by the Chair to ask 
questions in relation to the consultation and proposals for the future 
use of Brandhall Golf Course.  Particular comments were made 
relating to the communication and survey process not being far 
reaching enough and the preference to retain the golf course, 
potentially under the management of the Brandhall Golf Club. 
 
From the comments and questions raised by members of the 
Scrutiny Board, a local ward councillor and members of the public, 
the following responses were made and issues highlighted:- 
 
- within the 20 minute drive of the borough boundary there were 

currently 26 18-hole golf courses and nine 9-hole golf courses; 
 

- the option for retaining a 9-hole golf course at Brandhall had 
not formed part of the consultation or proposals; 
 

- a high-level assessment on the site had been carried out, but 
any decision on uses for the site would require a range of 
technical assessments including ecological, viability, flood risk 
and road traffic impact assessments; 

 
- Sandwell Leisure Trust advised that Brandhall Golf Course 

required £257,000 subsidy to operate.  No further details were 
provided on what this figure comprised of and members felt 
further information was required on this aspect; 
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- the costs of developing the site and ongoing costs relating to 

maintenance of the proposed park were unknown but would 
need to be understood and taken into account for an informed 
decision to be made on any closure of the existing golf course; 

 
- members raised concerns about the potential for a decision to 

be made to close the golf course and club without knowing if 
the proposals for the future of the site were viable; 

 
- additional housing in the area would place demands on 

existing public infrastructure such as roads, schools and health 
services; 

 
- concerns were raised about air pollution levels and their 

potential impact on pupils at any new school located on the 
site; 

 
- the estimated cost of renovating Brandhall Golf Course to a 

suitable standard was determined by consultants to be 
approximately £3million.  This included the development of a 
driving range, a renovated club house, improvements to the 
greens and investment to encourage other uses (such as foot 
golf); 

 
- there was a lack of community facilities in the area around 

Brandhall Golf Course and the loss of the clubhouse as an 
accessible social venue would be detrimental to local people, 
potentially impacting on isolation; 

 
- it was suggested that there were other potential locations for a 

replacement for Causeway Green School that could be 
explored; 

 
- Sandwell Leisure Trust operated the Ryland Centre in 

Bromsgrove but it was confirmed that no funds provided for 
Sandwell facilities were used in the running of that centre; 

 
- letters had been sent to over 2000 local residents in an 

identified catchment area.  The 173 closest households to the 
golf course received hand delivered letters to ensure they were 
aware of the proposals and the consultation; 
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- golf club members felt that comparisons to other golf courses 

should only be with municipal courses rather than privately-
owned courses as affordability was a factor in where people 
chose to play golf; 

 
- it was highlighted that the survey did not include options for 

people to express a preference to retain Brandhall Golf 
Course; 

 
- the members of Brandhall Golf Club would be willing to 

consider options for the Course to be transferred for the Club 
to operate; 

 
The Chair thanked residents, observers and officers for attending the 
meeting and contributing to the discussion. 

 
Resolved:- 
 
(1) that the Cabinet and Council be requested to note the 

comments and concerns expressed by the Safer 
Neighbourhoods and Active Communities Scrutiny Board 
in relation to the proposed closure and alternative future 
uses of Brandhall Golf Course; 
 

(2) that the Sandwell Leisure Trust and Executive Director – 
Neighbourhoods submit a further report, as soon as 
possible, to the Safer Neighbourhoods and Active 
Communities Scrutiny Board detailing:- 

 
(a) a full breakdown of the operating and subsidy 

costs of Brandhall Golf Course; 
 

(b) a copy of all assessments that been conducted by 
the Council to date on Brandhall Golf Course; 

 
(3) that prior to any final decision being taken on the 

proposed closure and alternative future uses of 
Brandhall Golf Course, the Cabinet be recommended 
to:- 
 
(a) carry out further detailed assessments, modelling 

and technical assessments, including an 
assessment on social isolation and inclusion; 
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(b) carry out an assessment on the availability of 

affordable golf courses in the vicinity; 
 

(c) explore the feasibility of retaining an element of the 
Course by reducing it to a 9-hole course; 

 
(d) explore the feasibility of members of the Brandhall 

Golf Club and the local community taking on the 
running and operation of Brandhall Golf Course or 
a community asset transfer; 

 
(e) undertake further consultation with the community 

in the event that it is proposed to close Brandhall 
Golf Course. 

 
 

(Meeting ended at 8.04 pm) 
 
 

Contact Officer: Alex Goddard 
Democratic Services Unit 

0121 569 3178 
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Agenda Item 3  

Safer Neighbourhoods and Active Communities Scrutiny Board 

Declaration of Interests 

Members to declare:- 

(a) any interest in matters to be discussed at the meeting;

(b) the existence and nature of any political Party Whip on any matter to be
considered at the meeting.

11



  
 

 
Agenda Item 5 

 

REPORT TO 
SAFER NEIGHBOURHOODS AND ACTIVE COMMUNITIES 

SCRUTINY BOARD 
 

09 July 2020 
 

Subject: COVID-19 Reset and Recovery - 
Neighbourhoods 

Cabinet Portfolio: Councillor Maria Crompton - Cabinet Member 
for Safer Communities 

Director: Director – Housing and Communities –  
Alan Caddick 

Contribution towards Vision 
2030: 

 
Contact Officer(s): Alex Goddard 

alexander_goddard@sandwell.gov.uk 

 

DECISION RECOMMENDATIONS 

That Safer Neighbourhoods and Active Communities Scrutiny Board: 
 

1. Consider and comment upon the information presented at the meeting 
in relation to the COVID-19 reset and recovery activity taking place, and 
planned, in the Neighbourhoods directorate services that are withing the 
terms of reference of the Board. 

2. Consider how the Board can best help support and shape the Council’s 
reset and recovery planning. 

3. Identify any recommendations it wishes to make. 

 
1 PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

 
1.1 A presentation will be given at the meeting to provide the Safer 

Neighbourhoods and Active Communities Scrutiny Board with an update 
on the COVID-19 reset and recovery activity taking place, and planned, in 
the Neighbourhoods directorate services that are within the terms of 
reference for the Board. 
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2 IMPLICATIONS FOR VISION 2030 

 
2.1 The Reset and Recovery Framework and associated activity will support 

all of the ambitions contained within Vision 2030. 
 

3 BACKGROUND AND MAIN CONSIDERATIONS 

 
3.1 On the 27th May 2020, the Emergency Committee approved the Council’s 

approach to the Recovery and Reset Plan.  This set out the political, 
financial and social context within which the Council will need to plan its 
recovery.  The report stated that the development of the recovery plan will 
be driven by the strategic outcomes set out in Sandwell Council’s 
Corporate Plan “Big Plans for a Great Place for the People of Sandwell”, 
as agreed on the 10th March 2020. 

 
4 BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
4.1 COVID-19 Reset and Recovery Planning - papers considered by 

Emergency Committee on 27th May 2020: 
https://cmis.sandwell.gov.uk/cmis5/Meetings/tabid/73/ctl/ViewMeetingPub
lic/mid/410/Meeting/37621/Committee/6046/SelectedTab/Documents/Def
ault.aspx 

 
4.2 Big Plans for a Great Place for the people of Sandwell: The Sandwell 

Plan 2020-2025 
http://www.sandwell.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/29963/corporate_plan
_-_big_plans_for_a_great_place_for_the_people_of_sandwell.pdf  

 
 
 

Alan Caddick 
Director – Housing and Communities 
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